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Assuming that the number of aircraft overflights that do not include glacier landings increase at a
similar or greater rate over the time period (since most companies marketing Mount McKinley tours
do not have concession authorizations for landings), the increases in air traffic could be dramatic,
increasing 1.6 times by 2010 and doubling by 2015 at growth rates much less than those presently
experienced. At present levels of air traffic, backcountry rangers have documented a daily average of
9.1 overflight events, with up to 31 overflight events and 51 separate aircraft in a single day. It is not
unreasonable to roughly estimate that the daily average of overflight noise events in the areas most
affected by air traffic would reach between 14 and 20 by 2010 and 20 to 30 by 2015. This is the
average across the area – near landing areas the numbers would likely be much higher.

The percentage of time that aircraft noise is audible would increase throughout the impacted area.
From the studies cited under Methodology, it is already clear that for some locations the percentage
of time that aircraft noise is audible during the course of an hour can reach 30% in Old Park
backcountry units and up to 100% in busy locations, such as the Ruth Amphitheater landing area.
Some travel corridors, such as the Tokositna Glacier, are like the Ruth Amphitheater in that aircraft
noise is audible more than 50% of the time for more than 50% of the hours between 9am and 9pm
on days during the visitor season when weather permits flying. Projected increases in air traffic
described above would likely result in even fewer hours during which the natural soundscape is
undisturbed by aircraft noise.

Snowmobiles

Under this alternative, snowmobile use would be managed only through enforcement of existing
laws and regulations. There would be no limits on the location or amount of snowmobile use in the
park additions or preserve. Therefore, the extent of snowmobile use in the park additions and
preserve would continue to expand in terms of traffic volume, range, and type of terrain covered.

Large increases in snowmobile traffic would likely occur in and near areas that are already relatively
accessible from roadways and not covered in glaciers and extremely steep slopes, such as the Broad
Pass area, the Alder Creek/Coffee River area, the upper Tokositna River area, and the lower
elevations of the southwest preserve, or about 6% of the Denali backcountry. Use also may increase
along the Stampede trail corridor, the Kantishna Hills, and the Yentna River/southwest preserve
areas, about 13% of the park and preserve, although snow conditions in these units are less desirable
for recreational snowmobilers. A very small number of high-risk users would access the large
glaciers, such as Eldridge, Ruth, Tokositna, and Kahiltna. Over the life of the plan, the increasing
levels of use would result in a substantial increase in the percentage time audible and number of
occurrences of snowmachine related noise across a substantial area of the backcountry, constituting
a major adverse impact to Denali’s natural soundscape.

Motorboats

There would be no limitation imposed on motorboats traveling into any part of the Old Park, park
additions, or preserve. Consequently, there is a risk that motorboats would begin traveling upstream
into the Old Park via the McKinley, Foraker, and Toklat river systems and become the only surface-
based motorized use in an otherwise nonmotorized area, particularly if the park becomes a known
destination for the motorboat user group. Use of rivers in the park additions including the Tokositna
and Yentna on the south side as well as the north side river systems would also be likely. Presently,
this kind of use occurs minimally, but as has been demonstrated with snowmobiles on the south side
of the park, new uses can grow rapidly. The adverse impacts from this alternative on the natural

Table 4-6: Potential Number of Commercial Glacier Landings in 2010 and 2015 by Hypothetical Average
Growth Rate
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2001 3,376  3,376  3,376  

2010 5,237 1.6 6,749 2.0 10,553 3.1 

2015 6,684 2.0 9,916 2.9 19,877 5.9 




